
Hauts-de-France's 
Christmas Markets in 4 days
The festive season is always a magical time, with cities lit up, streets
alive, shop windows decorated and hearts full of joy. This itinerary
through Northern France's christmas markets will offer you a chance
to soak in the unique atmosphere of the French Christmas markets, a
short hop across the Channel. Mulled wine, roasted chestnuts,
crepes and waffles - you name it. 
Close to Belgian Flanders it is also possible to combine these
Christmas market with those of Bruges or Ghent.  

Day 1 & 2

Day 2

Day 3

Hotel night Highlights  Driving distance
(in miles) 

Lille

Arras

Amiens

69 miles

36 miles

41 miles

Day 4 100 miles

The Old town of Lille, Palais des Beaux Arts
Museum, La Piscine Museum, Lille's Christmas

Market, beer themed visit of Lille

Louvre Lens, The Wellington Quarry, Arras
Christmas Market, Arras' UNESCO listed belfry

and squares, beer and cheese tasting

Jules Verne House, Musée de Picardie, Amiens
UNESCO-listed cathedral, Chroma light show 

Trip back to the UK

 Xmas Markets dates

From Friday 18th
November to Friday

30th December 2022

From Friday 25th
November to Friday

30th December 2022
Estimated dates from

Saturday 26th to Friday
30th December 2022

For any further info, contacts and hotel recommendations, please contact me:
Benoît Guilleux, Business Developer for Hauts-de-France Tourism Board

benoit.guilleux@hautsdefrancetourisme.com, +33 (0)3-22-22-33-70



LILLE IS A SHOPPING DESTINATION 
 WITH MANY HIGH PROFILE BRANDS

AND INDEPENDANT SHOPS 

87 CHALETS & A BIG WHEEL
OFFERING A STUNNING VIEW OVER

LA GRAND PLACE  

Dates

CLOSE AND ACCESSIBLE 
1 HOUR FROM CALAIS (70 MILES), 50

MILES FROM BRUGES

DINNER AND NIGHT IN LILLE

Practical info on drop off points for coaches in Lille:
Best drop off point for passengers in the center is Square Morisson (2 min
walk from Place Rihour where the Christmas market is held and a 5-minute
walk from la Grand Place).

Boulevard de Leeds : near Lille Europe train station 

Parking pont du petit Paradis near Lille Citadel 

 Parking for coaches in Lille :

Lille's"Palais des Beaux-arts": majestically located in the centre of Lille, it is one of the largest
museums in France outside Paris. The collections are varied and rich, some departments are
permanent and others temporary. 

The "Musée de la Piscine" : A few subways stop from Lille, in Roubaix, this magnificent art
deco building  hosts sumptuous collections including fabrics, decorative arts, sculptures,
paintings, and drawings. 




Embark on a gourmet walk in the heart of Old Lille with our guide from l’échapée Bière - an
agency specialized in beer tours. The visit includes all the highlights of the Old town of Lille
along with a micro-brewery tour and a tasting stop in one of the trendy craft beer bars of the
city (Contact: contact@echappee-biere.com). 

DAY 1: MID-AFTERNOON CROSSING tO CALAIS AND DRIVE ON TO
LILLE (68 MILES) AND CHECK-IN AT YOUR HOTEL IN LILLE FOR 2
NIGHTS 

MORNING- 10AM- VISIT OF THE CITY WITH L'ECHAPEE BIERE

EARLY AFTERNOON - 2:30 PM- VISIT TO ONE OF OUR MUSEUM (2H)

LUNCH IN LILLE 

3 GOOD REASONS TO VISIT

5PM - CHRISTMAS MARKET

Days 1 & 2: Lille

DINNER AT A TYPICAL FLEMISH ESTAMINET
A trip to Lille would not be complete without a meal in an estaminet- the name given to the
local restaurants serving hearty Flemish food. Genrous dishes, perfect for a winter night, best
enjoyed with a local beer.  

https://pba.lille.fr/en
https://www.roubaix-lapiscine.com/en/home/
https://echappee-biere.com/


ONE OF THE LARGEST CHRISTMAS
MARKETS OF NORTHERN FRANCE

WITH 130 CHALETS

ONE OF THE LARGEST CHRISTMAS
MARKETS OF NORTHERN FRANCE

WITH 130 CHALETS

CLOSE AND ACCESSIBLE 
1 HOUR DRIVE FROM CALAIS, 

70 MILES

DINNER AND NIGHT IN ARRAS

Day 2: Arras

Practical info on drop off points for coaches in  Arras:
The best drop off point during the Christmas market is at 
53 Boulevard Faidherbe, 62000 Arras 
Just across from the police station. It’s then a 200m walk to the Grand Place.

Rue de la Piscine, 62000 Arras  (near cite Nature).
10 minute walk to the Christmas Market.

 Parking for coaches in  Arras :

From November 1916, the British prepared the spring offensive of 1917. Their ingenious idea: New
Zealand tunnelers would connect the city's medieval chalk quarries to create a network of underground
barracks that could house up to 24,000 soldiers.
20 meters below the cobblestones of Arras, visitors are immersed in the intimacy of the soldiers who were
stationed underground just a few meters from the front line before rushing onto the battlefield on April 9,
1917, launching a surprise attack on the German positions. Newly renovated in 2021 (1 hour 30, 6,50€
PP)




This branch of the world famous Parisian museum stands on the site of a former pithead, right by the
two tallest slag heaps in Europe. In the Galerie du Temps, you can amble along while the entire history of
humanity unfolds around you. Large temporary exhibitions showcase some of the world’s most beautiful
artworks (exhibition on hieroglyphes from 23/09/2022 to 16/01/2023)




On the menu are 3 local craft beers and 3 cheeses from Hauts-de-France region. For small groupes
(under 25 people), this tasting can take place in the Boves, the limestone quarries of Arras that are
over 1000 years old. This tasting session is organized by the Tourist Office. 
More info: commercialisation@arraspaysdartois.com / 45 minutes, 17€pp) 

DEPARTURE FOR ARRAS (35 MILES FROM LILLE) 

MORNING- THE LOUVRE LENS MUSEUM

EARLY AFTERNOON - VISIT OF THE WELLINGTON QUARRY 

LUNCH IN ARRAS

3 GOOD REASONS TO VISIT

5PM - CHRISTMAS MARKET

BEER & CHEESE TASTING SESSION

THE FLEMISH ARCHITECTURE OF
ARRAS' SQUARE AND ITS UNESCO

LISTED BELFRY

https://www.google.com/maps/place/53+Bd+Faidherbe,+62000+Arras/@50.2916309,2.7822135,19z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x47dd48739d0f2f89:0xb097dd52de25790b!8m2!3d50.2916396!4d2.781899
https://www.google.com/maps/place/53+Bd+Faidherbe,+62000+Arras/@50.2916309,2.7822135,19z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x47dd48739d0f2f89:0xb097dd52de25790b!8m2!3d50.2916396!4d2.781899
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Rue+de+la+Piscine,+62000+Arras/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x47dd480a4ca9dba5:0xa90a1d1b159154b4?sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjI6Kzg7Ib2AhXNy4UKHZq5C5kQ8gF6BAgCEAE
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Rue+de+la+Piscine,+62000+Arras/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x47dd480a4ca9dba5:0xa90a1d1b159154b4?sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjI6Kzg7Ib2AhXNy4UKHZq5C5kQ8gF6BAgCEAE
https://en.carrierewellington.com/
https://en.carrierewellington.com/
https://www.louvrelens.fr/en/
https://www.louvrelens.fr/en/
https://en.carrierewellington.com/


CLOSE AND ACCASSIBLE: 
1 HOUR 30 MIN FROM CALAIS, 

100 MILES

2KM OF CHALETS IN THE LARGELY
PEDESTRIAN TOWN CENTER

CHROMA FREE LIGHT SHOW EVERY
NIGHT IN DECEMBER

VISIT THE CATHEDRAL 

Day 3: Amiens

Practical info on drop off points for coaches in Amiens:
Best drop off point for passengers at the hôtel Mercure Centre Cathedral,
parking for coaches isthenavailable .

Boulevard de Beauvillers near the hortillonnages

 Parking for coaches in Amiens :

The jewel of the city and a UNESCO-listed site. « A lacework carved in stone » as British
writer John Ruskin once described it. It is one the largest Gothic cathedral in the world, twice
as large as Notre-Dame de Paris. In 2020, the cathedral celebrated its 800th anniversary. 




Recently reopenned after years of renovation work, the Musée de Picardie sends visitors on a
journey into the history of the Western World, from prehistoric times to the present day with a
collection including prehistorical artefacts, medieval works and fine art paintings from the 16th
to the 20th century.
Jules Verne lived and worked in Amiens for 30 years. His house is open to visits and the new
Aronnax self-guided walk allows you to explore Amiens in the footsteps Jules Verne- 
Alongs this 2.6 km, 16-stage circuit, QR codes will tell you about the different aspects of Jules
Verne's life in Amiens. 




MORNING DEPARTURE FOR AMIENS (39 MILES FROM ARRAS) 

VISIT OF MUSEE DE PICARDIE OR JULES VERNE HOUSE

LUNCH IN AMIENS IN THE SAINT-LEU DISTRICT

3 GOOD REASONS TO VISIT

CHRISTMAS MARKET

7PM CHROMA: SOUND AND LIGHT SHOW
Chroma sound-and-light show brings light to the city’s iconic Gothic cathedral every night during 
 the Christmas market. State-of-the-art technology bring colours to its medieval sculptures that
were originally painted

DINNER AND NIGHT IN AMIENS. DEPARTURE FOR CALAIS THE
NEXT MORNING AND CROSSING BACK TO THE UK

https://www.visit-amiens.com/notre-dame-damiens-cathedral
https://www.visit-amiens.com/notre-dame-damiens-cathedral
https://www.visit-amiens.com/musee-de-picardie
https://www.visit-amiens.com/jules-vernes-ideal-city

